ST MARY’S CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL
& ST ANDREW’S, RAVELSTON
Archdiocese of St Andrew’s & Edinburgh

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER – YEAR A
Sunday 26th April 2020

Day
Sunday 26th
Monday 27th
Tuesday 28th
Wednesday 29th
Thursday 30th
Friday 1st
Saturday 2nd

Holy Day
St Peter Chanel
St Catherine of Siena
St Pius V
St Joseph the Worker
St Athanasius

MASS INTENTIONS
Fr. Patrick
People of the Parish
Edward Gallagher
Jenny Caldwell
James & Jackie McFadyen
Cyril Bartlett (RIP)
Nellie Cannon
Mrs McCarolle

Fr. Jamie
Gillian Saunders
Brian Whitty
Jeannie B Thomson
Elizabeth Zitkus
William Doherty (RIP)
Drest Kundys
Garry Redmond (RIP)

Fr. Tadeusz
People of the Parish
śp. W. Gieros
śp. W. Blazejewski
Miasta i Wioski
śp. I. Walczak
śp. Jadwiga
Special Intention

Please keep in your prayers the following people and those who care for them: David Aitken, Vittoria Alongi,
Margaret Brennan, Barbara Carmichael, Jamie Clark, Gloria Crolla, Monica Davidson, Mary Foster, Joseph Gilhooley,
Thomas Kerr, Colette Loir, Francesca Maccagnano, Rose Maughan, Patsy McArthur, William McNair, James
McManus, Janette Myles, Mary Nicholson, Theresa Nihill, Kevin Riley, Dolores Storrar, James Robertson, Pat
Robson, Bridget Sweeney and Mary Turnbull.
Baptisms & Marriages Following the guidelines from the civil authorities, all baptism and weddings are suspended.
To book a baptism or a wedding later in the year, please contact the Parish Office.
Hospital Chaplains To contact the hospital chaplains, please phone 07970 537 432 for Western General and 0131 536
1000 for the Royal Infirmary and ask for the priest on call.
Collections After the cancellation of all public Masses, the Parish has no longer any income from collections. Thank
you to those of you who have moved to standing orders to help support the running costs of the Parish during this
time! To set up a standing order, please contact Caroline Reid at finance@stmaryscathedral.co.uk.
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SOME THOUGHTS FOR THE 3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER
In the Gospel today, two disciples walk from Jerusalem to Emmaus on the first Easter Sunday. So much has
happened – the arrest, trial and crucifixion of Jesus, the flight of the apostles, and now stories that the tomb
where he was buried is empty and some of the women are saying they have seen angels declaring Jesus to be
alive. They are talking about these things. It sounds like they are puzzled trying to understand it all – the
account hints that they cannot understand how the “the one to set Israel free” could have been crucified –
how God could let Him fail so visibly.
We may be feeling something similar about the pandemic. We may be wondering, what is its purpose, how
it could have happened or even why has God allowed it? Is God punishing us or humanity? Or has it nothing
to do with Him? Is this the result of human greed or human malice? Or is it just random with no meaning at
all?
In the Gospel story, Jesus comes up and starts walking beside the two disciples as they are caught up in
their discussion. He asks them what they are talking about. They tell Him, amazed He is unaware of the
events of the last few days. However, what is significant is that they are so caught up with trying to figure
everything out but fail to recognise that the one they are talking about is travelling right there beside them.
In fact, even when they explain what has happened, they show that they are so focused on the external
events they’re describing that they fail to see the meaning which underlies them and holds them together.
That meaning is walking beside them – it is Jesus Himself.
Our time of lockdown gives us the opportunity to stand back from everything – from our normal routines,
from the busy and fractious world of politics and from the aggressive competition for power that we see
displayed between world powers, politicians or by the media. It is a time to pray and to reflect. It is a time
to contemplate the meaning that underlies our lives and our world. That meaning is God, made visible in
Jesus Christ. He is present to us at all times but it is easy to miss Him. It’s easy to fail to recognise His
presence. Yet, He really is present and He wants us to talk to Him and for us to listen to Him.
A key way to begin to be aware of God is to pray in gratitude. Thanking God for everything we have in our
lives, for everything we have experienced today or throughout life – this will give us a deeper sense that
everything we have is a complete gift. And it begins to open up our awareness of the reality of the Lord’s
presence: everything we have, everything we do, everything we are – it all comes from Him. Gratitude will
make us aware not of the gifts but of the Giver of all the gifts of existence.
At the moment, politics, international relations and the media all feel somewhat frenzied. They are caught
up in a world of fear, accusation, blame and anger – sadly, it’s easy for us to get caught up in all this just by
tuning into television or radio. It’s good to be aware of what is going on – but only if we remember that it’s
not all that’s going on. What’s going on out there has the power to tip us into confusion and the splintering of
relationships. There is no space to recognise the Lord walking beside us if our attention is fixed solely on
the world out there.
The two disciples saw only disaster in the Crucifixion. When the Lord explained the Scriptures to them
while walking alongside, they began to see it was really God’s plan, redemption, liberation: not the end of a
life but the renewal of all human life. They did not recognise Him at first. But they gave time to listen to
Him. And at the Breaking of the Bread that evening, the first Mass after the Resurrection, they finally
recognised Him.
One thing I am sure of is that God is using this time to encourage us to meet Him, to recognise Him, to
evaluate the real meaning and priorities of our lives, to listen to Him and to draw closer to Him. Being too
busy in life means that we often don’t give ourselves the chance to work out if we’re busy with the right
things: what is truly necessary in our lives? Only stopping to reflect will help us work that out.
Someone said to me that they have felt like a monk or a nun during this time. Maybe we need to be more
monastic in our lives. We Catholics, we Christians should pray more than we do. This will give us the space
to live life more fruitfully instead of living it frenetically.
If we want to find out the meaning of all that’s happening, don’t just look out there. The Lord is walking
beside us – “I am with you always,” He says. It’s time to tune in to Him.
Fr. Patrick

Update on the Telephone Apostolate from Deacon Peter
During this pandemic, the Telephone Apostolate arranged by our two Parish Councils continues to be an
important way to support our most vulnerable parishioners. An average of 100 calls are being made each
week, with one call for 50+ minutes (hats off to the volunteer who made that one!).
We have also had some very nice feedback from volunteers who have offered their own online shopping
slots to some of the befriendees to make sure that they have enough supplies in these difficult times, which I
think is really rather nice! Once again, thank you to all of our volunteers who make this possible!
Watch Daily Mass from Cathedral House Online
Each day, we publish one of the private Masses in Cathedral House, where we pray for our parishioners,
mass intentions and an end to the spread of coronavirus. To participate spiritually in the Mass, please visit
our Facebook page or www.stmaryscathedral.co.uk/filming.
Mass Intentions
Although all public Masses are currently suspended, Fr. Patrick, Fr. Jamie and Fr. Tadeusz continue to offer
Mass for the parishioners’ intentions. If you would like to schedule a Mass for someone who has recently
died, for the anniversary of a loved one or for a special intention, please contact the Parish Office and we
will help you to arrange a Mass.
Young Adults – Ratzinger Reading Group
To continue to “grow on the inside”, some people from the Young Adults Group have started an online
theology book club together with Fr. Jamie. Each week, we read twenty pages or so of Cardinal Ratzinger’s
‘Introduction to Christianity’ and then we meet talk together about what we have read. If you are between
18-35 years and would like to join, please email cathedralhouse@stmaryscathedral.co.uk.
SCIAF - Wee Boxes 2020
The UK government is matching all donations (£1 for £1) made to the SCIAF Wee Box appeal this year
provided these are received by the 20th of May. As both the Cathedral and St Andrews church are currently
closed, we will not be able to collect and submit your Wee Box monies on your behalf this year. Instead,
please send all monies you have collected directly to SCIAF, together with the completed base of the Wee
Box. You can either post cheques to SCIAF or donate online or over the telephone. Please refer to their
website for details: www.sciaf.org.uk.
Emergency Appeal from Bethany Christian Trust
It’s hard to #StayHome when you don’t have a home. When you’re homeless, you are more likely to suffer
from underlying health conditions and don’t have the facilities to wash your hands. Self-isolating can seem
like a luxury. That’s why Bethany Christian Trust is determined to keep our doors open during this crisis,
to do more to assist people and to make sure all of our services stay operational. Homeless people are being
hit really hard by the coronavirus outbreak. Due to the temporary closure of our charity shops, we urgently
need your help to ensure we can still give vital care and support to those who have nowhere else to go.
Please donate today so that we can protect the people who need us now more than ever. You can give by
phoning 0131 561 8927 or by visiting www.bethanychristiantrust.com. We know that this is a difficult time
for many people financially. You can help us by sharing this information, praying for our staff and people
who use our services or making a donation. Together we can make sure no one is left alone or in danger.
Thank you for your valued support at this time of crisis.
Notice for Catholic Universe and Catholic Times Readers in the Parish
At the moment you are unable to collect your paper at Mass, but you can get it delivered direct to your
home every week, POST FREE. Please go to www.thecatholicuniverse.com or call them on 0161 820 5722
and they will arrange for you.
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